
Wright Word March to May 2013 

 
The Priority of Discipleship and Worship 

In a growing number of places across the planet, the followers of Christ worship in spite of 
danger. They travel to church in secret and cannot carry a Bible publicly. There are guards on 
the door whose job is to die first so others can escape. Yet still they come. Their Spirit longs 
for corporate worship. They know that Christ determined discipleship is best done through 
church. They are committed to growing in Christ and helping others to know Him. This 
differs significantly from many in the U.S. who call themselves Christians. We need to 
challenge ourselves to see corporate worship and discipleship as essential to our emotional 
and physical health. Our culture has become obsessed with entertainment at the price of our 
discipleship.  
 

Stewardship of Aging Facilities  

We are being told that our International Ministries Center building is nearing the end of its 
lifespan. Metal buildings last about 40 years in this climate. The building was built in 1976. 
Repairs to the roof, siding, heating/AC, and bringing electrical up to code are estimated at 
over $150,000 (materials only, not including labor). Refurbishing to meet current volunteer 
and Intern needs exceeds $50,000. Total current value of property and facility is about 
$220,000. The MBA office is also showing its similar age with imminent capital needs 
expenses (roof, AC, lights).  
 
The International Ministries Committee, James Mercer, Chair, and the Building and Grounds 
Committee, LeRoy Lampkin, Chair , are recommending the MBA appoint a study group to 
examine the building use and location for the next 40 years of International and Associational 
Ministries. We will discuss this thoroughly at the April 8 Executive Committee Meeting.  
 
Executive Committee and Ministers Conference, April 8 at the IMC 
Please join us on April 8 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the International Ministries Center for 
Ministers Conference and Executive Committee Meeting. Dr. Rick Lance will bring our devotional. 
Every MBA church member is invited to attend this quarterly meeting. Every Pastor and MBA 
Committee Chair is a voting member of the Executive Committee. But, all visitors are welcome. This 
important gathering includes reports from each of our ministry areas and discussion of business items 
as needed. We combined the meeting with the Ministers Conference to help busy pastors and ministers 
to enjoy fellowship and remain updated on what the Association is doing. It is important to be 
informed and help church members know why our churches should support Associational Missions.  
 
Praying Across Alabama April 8, 2:00-2:30 p.m. 
The MBA is participating in the ALSBOM sponsored Praying Across Alabama events. We will 
carpool from the IMC after the Executive Committee Meeting to Mobile County Government Plaza, 
205 Government Street, where we will meet under the patio on the Government Street side. Our 
schedule will be: 

1. Welcome/Presider: Dr. Roy Stebbins, Moderator, MBA 
2. Scripture Reading: Rev. Dino Danzey, Chair, MBA Biblical Prayer Committee 
3. Prayer Dr. Thomas Wright, Associational Missionary, MBA 
4. Song:  Epeval Taylor, Highpoint Baptist Church 
5. Special Music:  Epeval Taylor 

6. Devotional Thought:  Dr. Rick Lance, State Missionary, ALSBOM 



7. Season of Prayer for Spiritual Awakening 
8. Dismissal:  Hold Hands & Praying Lord’s Prayer 

Join us as we pray for awakening and revival across Mobile County.  
 
Impact Mobile Offering 
This offering provides an opportunity for churches to respond to the reduction in denominational 
funding to the MBA. It also provides an opportunity for members and churches to fund missions in our 
Jerusalem.  
 
Thank you to those churches who continue to promote the Impact Mobile Associational Offering. We 
can print the poster and brochure with any date that best fits your church calendar. The promoted date 
in the month of May each year corresponds with the nationwide Associational Missions emphasis.  
Undated materials are available at www.mobilebaptists.org and at the MBA office.  
 
Disaster Relief Training 
Contact Chuck Davis or Charles Matthews if you wish to attend our next DR Volunteer Certification 
Training. Visit dr.mobilebaptists.org and fill out the DR Ministry Interest Form. Remember that 
FEMA limits access to disaster areas to those such as our SBC trained yellow shirts. As soon as we 
have the minimum enrollment, we will offer the Introduction to SBC Disaster Relief Course and 
training for Chain Saw, Mud-out/Clean up, and Administration (processing requests and teams). Let us 
know! 
 
Annual Missions Celebration  
Please put the Annual Meeting on your calendar for Thursday, October 10, 2013 at Fulton Road 
Baptist Church from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
 
Missions Opportunities 
There are two spots still open for the Seven Churches Tour in Turkey, May 7-16, 2013. Local costs are 
$1,200 and airfare is currently $1,200; for a total of $2,400.  
 
There are multiple vision teams to Vancouver Canada for those looking for an English speaking 
International option.  
 
Many of our churches are hosting International and National Missions opportunities too.  
 
New Pastors and Churches Seeking Pastors  

Please pray for the churches seeking a pastor, and please let us know when their statuses change: 
Airport Boulevard, Kushla-Bethany, Moffett Road, Manor, and San Souci.  
 

Update on the Impending Financial Hurricane 

Our “Financial Hurricane” has been delayed until 2014. Thankfully, recent information is less 
indicative of a category 5. However, financial challenges are coming and we need to prepare.  

IM Position Funded. The MBA has received notice that the International Ministries 
position will continue to receive Cooperative Program gifts through the Alabama State Board 
of Missions (ALSBOM).  

CDD Position Not Funded. It is confirmed the ALSBOM/NAMB subsidy for the 
Church Development Director will be reduced 25 percent each year beginning in 2014. 
Therefore, the MBA budget needs to begin absorbing $5,500 a year until we absorb the total 
$22k we currently receive. The Associational Missionary subsidy was reduced about 10 



percent last year and the amounts of any possible additional reductions are unknown at this 
time.  
 
GCR Recommendation 

The Finance Committee and Moderators have confirmed we are being encouraged by the 
Great Commission Resurgence statement to provide locally for what was formerly returned to 
us through the Cooperative Agreements. The Finance and Personnel Committees also have 
endorsed that all current MBA positions are essential to the work of the MBA. So now is the 
time for churches to decide if they will provide additional gifts to the MBA to cover the 
Cooperative agreement reductions.  
 
MBA Gifts to Cooperative Program and MBA 

In 2011, 80 MBA churches completed an Annual Church Profile (ACP). Those 80 churches 
reported a total income of $45,881,673. Their total giving to Cooperative Program (CP) was 
$4,369,617 (which is 9.52 percent). Those 80 churches gave $387,410 to the MBA (which is 
less than 1 percent at 0.844%).  
 
The SBC has long recommended that churches give a missions tithe of 7 percent to CP and 3 
percent of to the local association. Recent adaptations include 5% to CP, 3% to Association 
and 2% to other (Great Commission) missions interests. Dear ones, our local struggles will be 
over if our churches adopt the SBC recommendation for funding local missions within what 

our churches are currently tithing to missions. (Reallocation results in no increase in church 
budget’s bottom line and no change in overall missions giving).  We could address capital 
needs at CWP and the IMC, underwrite new churches and provide unprecedented levels of 
ministry. Please consider ways your church can respond.  
 
How to Adjust Your Church Missions Tithe (Remittance Sheet) 

It is easy to make any adjustments to the amount of missions tithe you give to the MBA. All 
you have to do is designate the change in your monthly missions deposit (called a Remittance 
Sheet) to the State Board of Missions. Changing the allocation percentages allows the total 
amount you tithe to missions to remain the same. The bottom line of your church budget also 
will remain the same.  The allocation of your missions tithe is all that will change. Other 
churches are moving to generic missions offerings to allow them to designate a portion of 
those offerings to Annie Armstrong and the Impact Mobile Offering. The Budget and Finance 
Committee is not making a recommendation as to how your church should respond. This is a 
local church decision. They are willing to help you be aware of information so you can decide 
how your church will respond.  
 
Please study the impact we are having locally and determine what support level your church 
can provide to the MBA.  
 
We are blessed to be able to serve without government interference to make an eternal 
difference in Mobile.  
 
In the Lamb, 
Bro. Thomas 
 


